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SUBJECT: PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS: KING OLAV SPEAKS ON DEFENSE 
REF: REYKJAVIK 0792 

1. IN COURSE OF HIS JUNE 5-7 VISIT TO ICELAND, KING OLAV OF 
NORWAY MADE SPEECH AT DINNER GIVEN BY PRESIDENT OF ICELAND FROM 
WHICH EXCERPTS HAVE ONLY NOW BEEN PUBLISHED. WHILE SPEECH WAS 
APPARENTLY LARGELY OF HANDS-ACROSS THE-SEA TYPE, HE WAS QUOTED 
AS SAYING FOLLOWING ON DEFENSE RELATIONSHIPS: 

QUOTE: 

BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE TAKEN THEIR POSITION IN THE WESTERN WORLD 
AND, GEOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING, THAT POSITION HAS PROVIDED THE 
FOUNDATION FOR JOINT ISSUES OF INTEREST IN THE PAST AND AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. BOTH ICELANDERS AND NORWEGIANS FOUND IT NATURAL TO 
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WAS LAUNCHED AND BOTH NATIONS TODAY EMPHASIZE THE DUAL ROLE OF THAT 
ORGANIZATION, BOTH FOR MUTUAL DEFENSE AND AS UN IMPLEMENT FOR 
DECREASED TENSION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. BOTH 
COUNTRIES AND THEIR NATIONS HAVE, IN THIS CONNECTION, STRONGLY 
SUPPORTED DISCUSSIONS ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION BETWEEN EUROPEAN 
NATIONS AND THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR REDUCTION OF ARMED FORCES IN 
CENTRAP EUROPE AND BOTH NATIONS HOPE THAT THESE NEGOTIATIONS WILL 
BRING SUBSTANTIUL AND PERMANENT SUCCESS FOR THE BENEFIT OF PEACE 
AND COOPERATION IN OUR PACT OF THE WORLD. UNQUOTE 

1. THESE INNOCUOUS REMARKS WERE SEIZED ON BY BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT 
IN ICELANDIC POLITICS FOR USE IN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. INDE- 
PENDENCE PARTY NEWSPAPER MORGUNBLADID QUOTED THEM APPROVINGLY 
AND SAID, "IT CAN HARDLY BE A COINCIDENCE THAT THE KING OF NORWAY 
SPEAKS THUS DURING HIS STATE VISIT TO ICELAND. EVERYONE KNOWS HOW 
CONCERNED THE NORWEGIANS HAVE BEEN AT THE INTENTION OF THE ICELANDIC 
GOVERNMENT TO HAVE THE DEFENSE FORCE WITHDRAWN AND IT HAS BEEN 
STRONGLY ARGUED THAT DEFENSELESSNESS FOR ICELAND WOULD HAVE THE 
MOST SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR NORWEGIAN SECURITY AND MAKE IT MUCH 
MORE DIFFICUPT FOR NORWEGIANS TO GUARANTEE THE SAFETY OF THEIR 
OWN COUNTRY, PARTICULACLY NORTHERN NORWAY WHICH BORDERS ON THE 
SOVIET UNION. THE FACT THAT THE KING OF NORWAY SAID THESE WORDS 
AGAIN EMPHASIZES NORWEGIAN CONCERN BECAUSE OF THESE REASONS." 

3. PREDICTABLY, LEFTISTS CLAIMED KING WAS INTERFERING IN 
ICELANDIC INTERNAL AFFAIRS BY COMMENTING ON MATTER WHICH IS ISSUE 
IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN AND ON WHICH "ICELANDIC PUBLIC IS SERIOUSLY 
DIVIDED." PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE NEWSPAPER THJODVILJINN SAID "NORWEGIANS 
APPARENTLY THINK ICELAND IS STILL A COLONY AND DO NOT KNOQ 
THE WORLD HAS CHANGED SINCE THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY." 

IRVING 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COLLECTIVE SECURITY, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS, SPEECHES, IDF, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974REYKJA00801 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 52-0505 
From: REYKJAVIK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740652/aaaabslk.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: REYKJAVIK 0792 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: martinjw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 SEP 2002 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <10 JAN 2003 by martinjw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS: KING OLAV SPEAKS ON DEFENSE 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, 1C, NATO, (OLAV, V) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




